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AN AGENT OF CHANGE

By Mary Stack

hingham boat yard

"I am proud of all my work and yes, | do value
open space, but | value more the kind of open space

which is visible and can be utilized by people.”

South Shore



“I'l never compose a concerto or paint a masterpiece,

but | can create

Thomas J. Hastings has
been called many things
in his time, but dull and
predictable would not
be among them. “I'm
not into building wid-
gets. 1 like the excite-
ment and innovation
of one-off projects,”
says the mega-success-
ful Massachusetts busi-
nessman who dropped
out of Harvard and
abandoned a political
science career to study
the stock market.

True to his word, his
professional  achieve-
ments are anything but
boring —a colorful port-
folio showcasing  his
multiple interests and
a collection of diverse
As

President of the Hast-

financial ventures.
ings Companies — an
enterprise  specializing
in real estate develop-
ment and private equity
investments in high rech
start-ups, Hastings gets

to dabble his fingers in

many pies. Most people

think of him as a real estate developer but Hastings sees him-
self as much more. His business card lists him as a serial entre-
preneur and he says, “I'll never compose a concerto or paint a
masterpiece but I can create something unique that will live on.”
And he already has.

Over the past 30 years, Hastings has been responsible for the de-
sign and construction of several large-scale residential and business
developments around the state, for which he has received a num-

ber of natonal awards. In 1997, he completed Leisurewoods®
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something unique that will live on.”

in Rockland, a self-
contained retirement
community contain-
ing 415 dwellings
100-acre
This development re-

on a site.
ceived two National
Sales Awards and a
Builders Association

of Greater  Boston

Award for Excellence
in Landscape Design.
In addition to being

featured in  several
national magazines,
Leisurewoods®  has

also been studied by
students at Harvard’s
Graduate School of
Design — a strangely
ironic twist of events
considering Hastings’
history.

The South Shore en-
trepreneur  followed
this project with a
host of other innova-
tive building initia-
tives. Hastings has
built Oceanwoods in
Duxbury, an award
winning  townhouse

community overlook-
ing Kingston Bay and featured on the cover of Builder magazine,
an office park in Hingham, several residential developments in-
cluding an exclusive construction of Williamsburg Colonial-style
townhouses, additional retirement communities, and restoration
projects carried out on historical buildings — especially in Hing-
ham. *I hate to see wonderful old buildings falling down - so |
restore them the way [ think they should be. I am proud of all my
work and yes, 1 do value open space, but I value more the kind of

open space which is visible and can be utilized by people.”
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